Lightning Task Force of Colorado

The inaugural meeting of the Lightning Task Farce af Colorado
was held at St. Anthony Hospital on Februarv 7. 1982. The luncheon

meeting started at 11:30 am and ended at about 12:50 pm. Those in
attendance were:

Ronatld L. Holle NOAA
Raul F. Tovez. Ph.D. NOAA
Ronal W. Larson. Ph.D. FAMA
Terence Rudolsnh A
Charles R. Wright Public Service
Wathy Butzin St. A
Jadt Chambers., M.D. St. A
Michae] Cherington., M.D. St. A
Debh Clark St. A
Rav Coniglin St. A
Matthew Fulton _ St. A
W. Peter Vallman, M.D. St. A

Al present were in agreement that this Task Forece counld pltay an
imporfant role in time in several areas. including: data colliection {o
learn mare about actunal numbers of lightning vietims in Colorado:
educational functions for directors of outdoor activities {(golfl.
mountain climbers. etc.): study damage to materials and

structures: laook infa prevention meazures and protective garments.

The project that will receive our full attention at this time will
he a design 1o collect data on lTightning victims in the state of
Colorado. Both a retrespective study and a prospective studvi will
he outlined. Dr. lLopez and Mr. Holle presented their data abtained
from Storm Data from 1951 to 1887 in Colorado. The victims of
lightning strikes were listed by county and ftype of activitiy.
Since the nunbers of patienis in the Storm Dala daitabank are in
all likelihood short of the actual numbers af victims, a more
thorough data collection system is reaguired. In addition. wmuch of
the data already listed is lacking in details e.g. many of the
activities are listed as "unknown”.

The deficiencies with the current svstem are:
. Many lightning victims arve not reported at all. Theyv mayv he
discharged from an outpatient facility and notl recorded in
any databank.
2. Many are listed under another diagnosis such as "heart attack.
stroke” and lightning is not mentionned.
3. Manyv are unknown.

—

Dr. Cherington and Ms. Clark presented a preliminary draflt of

a questionnaire which could he submitted to EMS and tranma units.
sheriff and fire departments. and coroner’'s office in each of the
65 counties in the state. The data collected econld he desioned
hoth a retrospective and prospective studyv. Dr. Lopez and Mr.
Holle surgested that college students and schaol teachers conls
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be recruited to do the field work during the summer months.
Nr. Chambers suggested that fellows in Publiec Health programs
micht also provide valuahle help. Dr. Vellman could help in
arranging the communication with EMS.

These effarts. when accomplished. will not only brovide nus with
mitch needed information, hut will also begin the vrocess of
education of health eare warkers in the varions counties of
Colorado. The questionnaire mentionned above asks guestions
helpful in differentiating lightning victims from other conditions
such as head trauma. heart attacks. ete. Some of these clues

(e.g. ruptured tvmpanic membrane. clothing disintegration, etc.)
-have heen highlighted in the literature hyv Nr. M.A. Cooner.

Me. Wright will bring to the next meeting information ahount
lightning protection that has been disseminated in the past by
PiubTic Service Comparny. S ' ' '

Mr. Holle sent fo wme information on the new bhook "Lighining
Tnjuries: Tleetrical. Medical, and Tezral Aspects” hy Andrews,
Cooper, Darveniza, and Mackerras. T have enclozed conies nf this
information far all of wvaou.

T 1aft this meeting with an enormons sense of enthusiasm fTar
our purpases and onr —rauv. Since we discussed setfine un a
regular meeting sched 1=, T suegest we consider an 11:320 am
meeting time at St. snihony Hospital or alfernative place

on the first Friday of each month heginning with April,

Please lef me know yvour thoughts on this tentative meating
scheduls and on anyv other matter=s.

Resnectfully submitied:

s -7 “,.\ -~ T .

Michael Cherington, M.D.
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high -mountain in :'Argentina,
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February 10, 1982

Mary Ann Cooper, M.D.

Associate Professor and Residency Research
Director, Emergency Medicine Program
University of Illinois

Chicago, Illinois

Dear Dr. Cooper:

Last week several of us met to form the Lightning

Task Force of Colorado. We bring different scientific
_backgrounds and experiences but all share a high degree
of enthusiasm regarding the subject of lightning. I am

enclosing a copy of the "minutes"” c¢f our first meeting
which lists all the members of the group.

We Woﬁld appfeciate any thoughts and encocuagement you
might want to share with us.

I have enjoyved vour articles and was especially pileased

to see a copy of your new book. Ron Holile brought it

for all of us to peruse. I hope to receive my own Ccopy,
soon. :

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ty g
Michael Cherington, M.D. '

cc. Dr. Raul Lopez
Mr. Ronald Heolle

Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis of Colorado Springs * Member of the Sisters of Charity Health Care Systems of Cincinnati

St. Anthony Hospital Central * St. Anthony Hospital North « Mercy Medical Center * Provenant Senior Care
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February 10, 1992

Dr. Christopher J. Andrews

148 Jesmond Road
Indooroopilly, Queensland 4068
Australia :

Dear Dr. Andrews:

Last week several of us met to form the Lightning Task
Force of Colorado. We bring different scientific back-
grounds and experiences but all share a high degree of
enthusiasm regarding the subject of lightning. I am

enclosing a copy of the "minutes" of our first meeting.

We would very much appreciate any thoughts and encourage-
ment you might want to share with us.

I have read and enjoyed your articles and was espécially
pleased to see a copy of your new book. Ron Helle broj;ught
a copy for all of us to peruse. I hope to receive my own
copy soon. :
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Michael Cherfngton, M.D.

cc. Dr Raul Lopez
Mr Ronald Holle

Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis gf(:.:ﬂorado Spriags * Member of the Sisters of Charicy Health Care Systems of Cincinnati

St. Anthony Hospital Central  St. Anthony Hospital North Mercy Medical Center * Provenant Senior Care



