Minutes May 20, 1992
Lightning Data Center Provident St. antheny Hosopital
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ote of the Manth:

“Bear this well in mind, and vou will imnrediately perceive
that nature is free and uncontrolled by proud masters and
rung the universe by herself without the aid of gods. For
who can be in all places at all times, ready to darken the
cigay skyv with clouds and rock it with a thunderglap - tLo
launch bhaoltae that may ofien wreck hisg own temples, Or retirsa
and gpend hiz fury letting fly at deserts wiith that miassiie
which often passes by % lavs the innoceni and
plam=sliess?™

an LY i ki . iy - £ =
Lucreticves “9in The Nature Of annrox. 53 5.

MeetLing Degan at 12:30 A.M. and adzourned at 1:03 .M.

Members presant: Bergachne:ider, Breed. 3ovson, Xeen, Kithil,
Langford, aarna;l.

Ken Langford intraduced guast and
writer with NCAR in Boulder. NRWS

story of twe storm chasers 0
lightning while ¢hasing. He

-the videao news report.,

arik that the study
r )

o reportacd for the absent Steve O
rni o ansence of

nag incidence to
is on-going with no

Rich Ki 1l pointed cur that there is no governnent

-

reguirenent for lightning protecticn to & structure.  H:
risk faciliities such a axpiosiﬁp rapositories and fuei
rerminals mayv tend to doe 8o oun of prudence, but n
regquirenents exist to his knowledge.
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Rich then led a lively discussion of favc*ed lightning

targets, beginning with "the gquestion:! does a mercury vapor
streetlight produce icnization which makes 1t a more

favorable target? We then discussed several geographlc

R

locations in Qolorado which are supposed to be natural
lighining attractants. Among them: Buchanan Pass, Twin
Sisters and Capitol Peak.

ich was a contributor to the May 1994 issue of Arbor Age
Hagézine, with a photo and an article about tree damage.
He was alsc recently interviewed by NBC News for a national
news story on lightning. Rich promises to bring & video
about the NASA triggered lightning experiments to a future

‘meeting., Finally., he reports that lightning is on average

K

the most costly phencmena to the insurance 1nduatry. He
reportse statistics of S1 Billion per year.

evin Bergschneider brought a Denver Post newspaper article



from 4/26/94 about a lightning fatality on Capitaoel P=ak,
here three men wers2 struci in snow caves. one was
killed and the others hiked out with injuries.

T

¥evin and Ken alsce presentec tj
ioga. . New revisions were sugge
at the next meeting.

Xevin related a story of gcoif oro Tom Babbh who was dazed by
lightning inside a metal roocfed car. He suggested perhaps
memrber Warren Simmons could held ul Lo chtalin mors denaills.
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&, Dan Breed reporited an article in a Cincinnax
woman was suing a cable company for danases 3 =
entered her home through a dig-used and d*scau“ec:ad ST
TV line, <ausing damage and injury. Ball lightning was
apparzntly generated during this incident?

Dan shared a letter and paper Ffrom Japan’s Dr. Nobu Kilasawa.
The paper is entitled “"Practical Meithods of Minim r
Lighitning Injuries On Human Bodies™ Me
review this paper far a future dlscus
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Australia’s Dr. Chriz Sndrews had beerm in contact with Dan
1o axpresg regret that he gould not at:t tha Mav LDOC

-

neeting during his American visit.

Rich Keen confirmed that 1993 was below normal £o
thunderstorm davs at hizs station in the foothills rnorthwesh
af Denver. The group wonders if the number of lighining
injuries in a given vear has any consistent correlation
‘the amount of thunderstorm activity. FRich alsc seconds
hypothesis that Capitel Peak iz a hetter than average
llghtnlng attractant. :

e

ot of
Q

*

¥
o

Rich prasented written and charit documentation of his home
made lightning agtivity recorder. These are re duced and
enclosed for vyvour inspection.
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i 1 herington was ahsent, and his amiable and
enthuziaztic Dresence wWas missed.

Qur next meeting will be Friday, June 10, 19%2 at L1I:20G A.M.
in Confersnce Rocm 3 2t Provident St. An<chony HosDital
Central. Ur. Chering=on or Xich Kithil will cnalr

Respectiully submitied,
Langford /< ..
Cnair de 2our, LIC

chnarc record anown oelow has Two Tuynes of fivisionas: Those

» avs Arawn Aorosa “he charT fourvedi, and those whiioh are

L The lansih oFf the2 chart istraiéht;. ' :

curved i1imSs hare represent 2lapsed Line of Thns raoord. Iz

tmis case =ach line Yspresents 2ighty @inutes. Thus LR odiviaLons
ecual a Tull day.

The siraigant lines raor smneriatt .
“aghers - 1M o AM o ra ot z
¥otae that thers a2re f.v *» W
{oopier revradustion will ; : o (ol ot
zarves a2a saasliine Davii AM ragio rooo  of =2
rance of anoun 120 nilas. The Zilgsar The St Bl
the greater the amslltude of an audizle {and In hils
racorded? spheric. On mhig receors, audibls Thundar Wi
shne whird, forth or £ifth nmincr fivizion above Lhe Tag
would tnerefore.sa:_sfv criteria for an Yoffigial o
cay™ Yigimle lighining with inaudible Thundery 23 307
rrunéerstorm 4av. Wory closze flaaznhss MLIgRT Cause Lol
“hae evceaecs the Fifith divizgiocn,., o Lin ons exnLrerns TIEE
i of the rocorier’s zen!
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